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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The University of Illinois-Ubana Chanpaign's
(UUC) dedication to adapted sports prograns for varsity

students with physical disabilities is unparalleled; and

WHEREAS, U UC sponsored one of the first collegiate
wheel chair basketball teans in the country and was one of the
charter nmenber s of the National Weelchair Basket bal

Association in 1949; and

WHEREAS, The proposed collaboration of the State of
I1linois, UUC and the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics
provi des the future sport sponsorship support and recognition

for wheelchair athletics at U UC and

VWHEREAS, The University has becone the hub of technol ogy,
research and advancenent in wheel chair sports and has been at
t he forefront of i nprovenents and nodi fi cations of

wheel chairs for enhanced player participation; and

WHEREAS, In recent years, the University's continued
dedi cation to adapted varsity sports is evident through their
national |y accl ai ned basket bal | and track and field
wheel chair teans, as well as their support for individuals

participating in other sports prograns; and

VWHEREAS, U UC wheelchair athletics partnered with the
II'linois Hi gh School Association piloted the first State-w de
nodel in the nation for interschol astic wheel chair basket bal
conpetition, providing athletic opportunities to high school

students with disabilities across all 102 counties within

Il'linois; and
WHEREAS, The Fighting IIlini Men's \Weel chair Basket bal
team has won ten National Intercollegiate Chanpionship

titles, played in every National Weelchair Basket bal

Associ ation post-season tournanment, as well as wi nning three
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open titles prior to intercollegiate play; the Fighting
[I1ini  Wnen's Weelchair Basketball team has won nine
Nati onal Wnen's Basketball Tournanment Chanpi onships and
holds the record for the nost consecutive national titles;

and

WHEREAS, A long line of successful and historically
significant wheelchair basketball coaches, including Dr.
Timothy Nuggent, Dr. Brad Hedrick, and Dr. Bob Szyman,
continue to dedicate their time, resources, and energy to the
U UC Men's and Wonen' s Wheel chair Basketball prograns that
are currently under the direction of internationally renowned

Head Coach, M chael Frogley; and

VWHEREAS, The University's adapted varsity sports program
has sent many of its elite players on to conpete in nationa
and international conpetitions, including eight current
students, four recent graduates, four alternates and nunerous
U UC al uns attending the 2000 Paral ynpics Ganes in Sydney,

Australia; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Lauren Reynolds, a University of Illinois
junior swinmmer, won three swinmng nedals in the 2000
Paral ynpi cs in Sydney, Australia, a gold nedal in the 400
meter freestyle, a silver nedal in the 100 neter freestyle
and 4X100 free relay, and set a world record in the 400 neter

freestyle; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Reynolds has served as an inspiration and
role nodel to thousands of <children and students wth
disabilities, helping themset and reach their goals in life;
in recognition of her significant contributions, M. Reynol ds
was nanmed the Wheelchair Sports USA's Fenale Athlete of the

Year in 2000; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Reynolds is a junior and Speech Pathol ogy

major at UUC and is the only athlete with a disability to be
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chosen for the varsity wonen's swi nm ng teany and

WHEREAS, The University's dedication to adapted varsity
sports program has created an inportant forum for students
with disabilities to conpete wth their peers in athletic
prograns while helping individuals build self-confidence,

team work and setting personal goals; therefore be it

RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we salute and recognize the University of Illinois, its
President, Chancellors, Board of Trustees, and athletes for
its commtnment to providing increased opportunities for
athletes with disabilities to participate in varsity sports
and encourage themto expand those opportunities; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives congratul ates
and recognizes WM. Lauren Reynolds for her dedication,
perseverance, and hard work in not only the sport of sw mm ng
but in her I|eadership and example to all children and
citizens wth disabilities to strive to do their persona

best; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the University of Illinois, its President,
Chancel | ors, Board of Trustees, and Athletic D rector as a
synbol of our support and appreciation for their continuing

support for varsity athletics for students with disabilities.
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